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much for the Honour of | 


_ be Joo him. — If they were done from 


Ter 


If 1 have done well, not then, het 1 ders 


Commendation; and if I have performed 
my Part ill, I alone ban to be blamed. This 


interim Return to the Diſſenters Reaſons is 


only intended for reſent Uſe. No doubt 


the Committee of ' Aſſembly appointed to 
draw up Anſwers, will do it in due Ti ime, and 
may diſpoſe of them as they pleaſe; either 


| keep them in retentss, or make them follow - 


AS far as the Reaſons can go. 

TurRE hath g gone forth a left-handed Re- 
port, that the Grey are ſo lifted up with 
their late good Behaviour, that they flatter 
themſelves the Government will deny them 
nothing. This their Oppoſers, with 'Tooth 
and Nail, tick» to; ' notwithſtanding it hath 


been publickly told, without Contradiction, 
and can be proved, that the Project was be- 
gun before the Troubles, or leng before they 


were ended. Of this Inſinuation the beſt 
Half is for the Honour of the Clergy, that 
7s, that they behaved well; and the other Half, 


| that is, their overvaluin g themſelves: upon it, 


they deny. I ſuppoſe it is to cut down any 


Pretenſions the Clergy may have for doing 


their Duty in troubleſome Times, that we 
are told by the Introductor, « If the Clergy are 


$a rs. from Principle, they have their Re- 85 


Ward; ---- if they are not, they deſerve 
<« none.” If this Gentleman hath not ready 
Money, he hath ready Wit enough to re- 
pay all the good Offices that have been, or 


Principle, 


1174 | | 
| ach who or — have' their Res N 


| ** ive; i alba — 
ger to alf bros error utmiſes, the Words 
of the Rev. Mr. William Steil, becauſe I verily ß 
believe he ſpeaks the Senſe of all the Olergy 
of Scotland. U never thought, fur leſs:faid; 
that we Miniſters of the Goſpel haue, by 
« paſt Services; deſerved or-merited rer 
* Favour in this Matter, or the g Zrace: 
* of the great Senators of che — "8 


<'juſt Regatd-ifor a free and legal Govern 
cc ment, for ſweet Liberty; för our own Pro- 


« perty, end for our holy ' Religion, 48a — 

«lid Foundation, 'a ſubſtantial Reaſon 

1 « dinifal and loyal Behaviour towards: king 

© GrorGE, the F ead of this great Co. 

© nity, or Body- politic 
THE good Be aviour of the Clergys 5 

their Vanity and Pride on chat Account,” or 
——_— better" eee. than that of many, — 4 

y, of their Im it 

ach: is — — | 

undutiful Behaviour op the landed Int 

whoſe Advice they had hs uu 3 —4 

fuſe; and their ſtupid © ing 

their own befdre t and 

their daring to app * to Take. ee 

their Concurrence and; Aftiſtance} | * 

4nd the Pradiice of it another.” The 


r 


tha the Clergy but for the Pt 
the Clergy have exceeded them in Speech and 
Print. even this Introductor, after 


141 


of it; 


blaming the Clergy, but unjuſtly,” for an At- 
tempt upon one of the moſt illuſtrious Chara- 
ers of this Country, for Witticiſms of the low-! 
eſt kind, and for publick Adyertiſements, as rude 
and — 1c in themſelves,” he hath the 
good Breeding: to accuſe. the Miniſters of the 


E GosPEL with flattering and / offending, and 


having already begun a the Dies” of the 
Peace and Quiet of his Majeſty's Govern- 
ment. I believe the Publiſher hath not ex- 
perienced either Flattery ef Offence from 


the Clergy; he can take 'Offence without 


their giving it: And for Flattery, 1 hope they 
are not, and never will be ſo weak, 2 60 be= 
ſtow it eben , n that doth: not ſkem to 
wank) 3 ö 

Taz Fly on the Chariotrheel 3 


itſelf an important Being, by reaſon of the 


Duft dn - was: ie e e ee ee 


vainly do ſome fancy, that Pamphlets and 


nene for and againſt the Clergy, 
do- diſturb the: Peace and r of his Maje- 
's happy Government: Whereas in Truth, 


all that A hitherto happened | hetwixt the 


Clergy and their Adverſaries, is no more in 
proportion to the Peace of the Government, 


than two Fiſh-wives, or two Herb- women, 
ſcolding in the Street, is to the Prace X 


— of the Tou 11 N 
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dulden Fan 2 g pri t 

that Rin is 6 ffrong Ward, an ner caf 
digeſted: . Bight. however, is a right. Wor 
and VF = caſi erftoad j thaugh | * 


e To rt 5 71 ens n 
poſe upon ee ſuch.:as ; would op pref 
. with Poverty and Cont 
. Friends; Nr thoſe th 
* relieve; and raiſe them above bot 

at lows, gefther the Chi h nor the 


— 
= 2 


bar proper "to. advertiſe; that 
* . notwithſtanding the Subſcriptions | ey 3 


4 made their Appearance, with, they are on! 
= be JE ” the e and Ar 7605 
ments 0 in . , 
* Place ; and as the 1 
ned he 25 IX N 
| 800 Dee ole 7 ; 
7 hore is no making War Hat in 


chere is no writin; Controverſy purpoſe, but 
—_ the Par. 5 ſhall meddle „Arge Man's 
er, or with his Station in civil — 
whether high or low; for as ſuch; they 
not ſtand in my Way. I have ſcarce any for 
ſineſs with them, even as: Office-bearers'in — | 
Church. 1 look upon them in no other Lig 
than as my Brethren:pamphleters: And w 
ther they or I have the better in the Debate, : 
ſome will judge candidly, and many Juſt as 
Pride, Party or Paſſion prevails. e 
Tux Diſſenters from the Reſolution of che 
laſt General Aſſembly, or ſome of them, had 
agreed without a Diviſion, that an Applicati- 
bon ſhould be made to Parliament, rep reſent- 
ing the diftreſſed Condition of W Mini- 
ſters in Scotland, by reafon of the 'Lowneſs 
of their Stipends; and this they e did for tlie 
Sake of Peace and Unanimity, but contrary to 
their real Opinion. Theſe Ruling Elders take 
the Freedom to revoke this their peaceable 
and 'Chriſtian Conceſſion, and | 
ſelves at Liberty to diſſent from every Step 
that hath been made toward ſuch ah Af plica- 
tion; becauſe the Aſſembly is wiede to 
demand an Alteration of the Minimum, 80 
ſay they. Whereas 5 
THe Truth i, the Aſſembly hath no D- 2 
MANDS to make upon the Parliament; nor 
have they laid their Commands upon their 
Commiſſioners even to petition for ſuch an 
Alteration. They have only left it to them 


to act! in that Matter as ö ſhall ſee Cauſe. 
And 


17 1 
And for fear they- ſhould. ſee Cauſe, thels i 


their Eye 


Diſſenters have turned awa 
A god View; left the 1 
out Relief, renounce Ti 
and -Unanimity; and ras cy e to 
themſelves a Diſpenſation to diſſent from 
xvrzy Step made in the laſt. or preceedimg 
Aſſemblies toward ſuch an- Application. In 
their Opinion the Aſſembly: hath erred in one 
thing; and therefore they hows done nothing 
right in the whole Matter. When the A- 
ſembly agreed to the: Overture for an Appli- 
cation in general, had they at the fame time 
ſubmitted to every Limitation and 1 
Ae Ir 
Application with, might have: | 
Pretext to retract their b Colicedon!: : But as 1 
Caſe ſtamds gal do think, to ſay; no worſe, it 
is not an uſual eee Howe 
ver political Jockying is allowed amo 7 'Frea- 
_ ty-makers, and all the Adepts in that rt — 
act or ſpeak either conform or 
their real Opinions, as they thi 
2 by ny 7 9 2 


fit; 3 3 ; 
ed all for che | 


1 here offer 2 al 
In t Reaſorith 7 14 hey a | 
ſible ren ata Miniſtzes 2 05 the! Church of 
Scotland are intitled 10 4 1 n Az 
mentation: of the uls, 


4 


And for Fear they ſhould not. be: 1 


all, it 


" 1 | 
may be done by Law as it now, ſtands; but 


then they add, ws the Extent. and State: of the 


Tithes in their Pinay Pariſdel can 2 


in their fifth Reaſon, they ſay, In ſome Pa- 
riſhes there are no fret Tithes, and in other 
Pariſhes no Tithes at all. And in their fixth 

Reaſon they ſay; Every ſingle Pariſh muſt ſtill 
ſtand upon its own diſtinct footing ;; and eve- 
ry reſpective Stipend muſt ſtill be determined 

from an exact Knowledge of the Extent, In- 


come, and Produce of the Pariſh. Now if 
Clergymen, worthy of their Commiſeration, 


are Miniſters of fuch Pariſhes, where no free 
Tithes or no Tithes arg, they have no legal 

Relief at preſent; and if they are relieved t 
u be by Parliament. Fr + 27 « 4. Ne : 
afitm, that ſucks 


In their: ſecond Reaſon they: 


an Application is) without arr ogg £ 1 
T 


this they mean that no ſuch Application 


| hitherto been made to a Brite Parliament, 


it is a very grave and a great Truth. If in 
the Vears 1617 or 1636, when the Stipends | 
of the parochial Clergy were re there 


was no Application made ch their Part, the 


Clergy then muſt have been moe modeſt; 


and more denied to the World than the pre- 
ſent Clergy are; and the Nobility and Gentry 

in thoſe Days muſt have, been more 'ſenfible 

of the Uſe eſs and Neceſſity of Religion, 
and more liberal to the Teachers of it, than 
is the. preſent Generation. — Fhe Ee oy 
of theſe: and. pron ling 
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rough Declarations: againſt: 


4 10 1 | 
many ſuch rejoice that that Money, with the 


Bleſſing of Gon, hath delivered us from the 
Hands of our domeſtick and foreign Enemies. 
And whatever theſe fifteen Elders n may do for 


themſelves, I am perſuaded they eg no Au- 


'thority from the reſt of the 3 


either to grudge or grone for them. In their 55 
Miniſters applying 
to Parliament, they ſcorn to make ule of heh. 


lamentable Language. ĩ ³ĩ 2 


I condole with them, and I h 


dhe Clergy, the Effuſion of Britiſb Aae OCs 


caſioned by the laſt War. But hen Money 
is in greater Plenty, and cheaper now than 


ever it was in Scot/and. before, I cannot fee 
how we are nationally 


poorer.. But upon 
tion that we are a poor People, that 


in ſort renders the preſent Condition of 


the landed Intereſt the-more deploreable : For 
he that hath L. god in Land in Scotland, is as 


rich as he that hath an equal Sum of the 


ſame Nature in Maiddleſex, - _s ſix neighbour- | 
ing Counties. And if it could oblige theſe 


diffenting Elders; . and make them forbear 
their Groans and Grumblings, their Cries and 


Lamentations, I am well able to ſhew the 
Difference betwixt a Land- tax in theſe Coun 
ties, and a Land-tax in this Country. 

TE IR third [Reaſon informs the Aſſembly 


; of what they knew ve v cry well before, that, to 


protect the "Sor ag in the Infancy of the Re. 
formation, from a with Pover- 
e wee ee 


1 


| its. Ll WY” ES 2 


„ g K •Vãͥu tat. oo So EE. 


J.; d . Boa. 


. 11 Pal | 


1 with 9 Pooricls,” | 


and 55 of theit E nds, from Which 
that Court cannot relieve t em; as hath been 


made appear in the Expoſition of che Bre | 


Reaſon. To fay that this Court is nat to juge 


what affected their own Intereft, is a Piece 


of needleſs Nonſenſe, occaſioned, as I think; 
by miſtaking the Manuſcript. - For if a Judge 
becomes a Party in any Proceſs, he leaves the 


Bench, and allows his Brechren to determine. 

Tur fourth Reaſon gravely informs the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly and thei Nation, that this 
Court -is not- oe down: to eight Chalders of 
Victual, or eight hundred Merks, as the M. 
nimum, but are impowered by Eaw to make 


a better Proviſion for Miniſters ; which, be- 
ing tranſlated into the Language of =—, another. 
Country, is as much as it they had faid, 'The 


leaſt that they can give, is nat f e nh hat _ 


can give. The Lords of Count 
on are the. nurſing Fathers "of! eh Thi, 


and have been frequently, though unſuſtly, e 
blamed for being too indulgent tq their Chil- 

dren: For in + Caſes have they given as 
much as the parochial: Tithes amount to- += 


And if the landed Intereſt 100 k upon it as a2 
Hardſhip to be fo unequally treated, it is in 

their Pai: to apply to Parliarhent + ae Wan A 
Maximum as well e 3 
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In cheir 55 Reafon it id, 7 
baſk of the Minimum to L. 
reaſonable, and cannot in Juſtice 
ed. This is the main Point in Debate 
twixt the Clergy and Ge Qppaſers ; which : 
che Parliament only can determine. If one 
of the Elders, Subſcribers to theſe Reaſons, 
had remembered, that in full Aſſembly he 
allowed that L. 1000 Scots, or even L. 100 
Sterling, was not an unre iſonable Provifion for 
a Miniſter, he might have oppoſed the Words 
unreaſonable and unjuſt, But, as it happen ppens, 
the Words cannot hurt the Cauſe of the Mi- 
niſters, becauſe nothing is added to fupport 
them. It is ſaid indeed, that many Pariſhes 
are in ho fort” able to bear this' Proportiong 
fince in ſome Pariſhes there are no free Tithes, 
and in others no Tithes at all. But nei+ 
ther of theſe Caſes can affect the Reafonables 
neſs and Juſtice of the propoſed Augmenta+ 
tion. The Infolvency of the Debitor cannot 
render the Creditors Demands unjuſt. , 9% 
want of Sufficiency of Tithes in a Pariſh, 
one of the Things complained of. And cho 
the Commifſfioners of Teinds cannot grant 
them Relief, which 1 ot again, and as of. 
ten as they pleaſe; yet that the Parliament 
ean do no more than they, fe what vil hoe 
ver yield. 


IT is further faid, That tho this Ti 22000 85 


Scots could be levied, the Reaſoners are of 

Opinion, that it is an additional Burden much 

too heavy to be laid _ this poor Country; 
8 tof 
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| Such, ait if it is 


Vo Wn WW eee 


of Lands thereby raifed? | The Ii 


5 5 — apinere A 16 hope) 3 
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1740 have reckoned right; the re 


1 1 1 3 
for der lian wil amount. 49. about 


2 8 — Stetling 1 
5 * 


that the Clergy 
better Wütlel o to. Tithes,: than the Cle: py 
to 5 e I. 0m 


=> of of he County e e Amt 
not the Land-rents increaſed; und aneh 


made of late, witneſs it. In on 


ws Rents of ſome Ri a. 
| — and the Farmer, by his Skill and Di- 


ce in Labouring, weg be able to bein it. 
There are no Marks of F 


to be ſcen in the Houſes of mne Nobllicy: 


ſhould be fo to 7 n dh kad 
ny that | hit 

| , in their 
Funds Funds more than fi ent for the Purs 
For if e 20 5 2 Aﬀerably | 


Scotland, unaffected with Mipiſter — 2 


ambunt to L. 60, oo Sterling b 
8 — 90 Jn Ou Caſe to-ſay 


is poor cannc e pepe 
; agen: 

„ 

, A : ; EM 3 


fs Je raining it. Eg | 
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Tithes in 
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„„ 
Augmentation. None, of the C hath 
Propoſed a Tax upon rich and Pu, They | 
only expect that el landed Intereſt; Who can 
ought to 2 the Miniſters, ſhall find 
themſelves obli von do it in a Way more li- 
beral than een; and by this the Coun- 
try, poor as it is, will not be one Penny the 
rer. What the Miniſters get will not be 
Hm dered away upon foreign Vanities ; and I 
am perſuaded that not one Shilling of it will be 
ſent abroad to the Pretender. And ſince what 
they obtain will be inſured to the Nation, the 
Country, inſtead of being poorer, will be the 
. richer for it. And if the Legiſſature find, 
that L. 1000 Scots is but a juſt and reaſonable 
Maintenance for a Miniſter, the Tithes muſt 
. furniſh it, or they muſt want it, unleſs the 
King and Parliament provide for them an» 
other Way. --- There are indeed ſome. Funds 
which the Clergy might beg of the Crown, 
were it not for 3 ſturdy Beggars of an- 
other Rank, who have prevented. them, 
When the Malt-tax was extended to Scot- 
Auna, the Prime Miniſter, then ſo called, in- 
fiſted upon L. 20,000 Sterling. - becauſe Scot- 
land drew as much in ſuperfluous Poſts and 
Penſions. This I own is unequally diſtribu- 
ted; but for an Average, or takin the Thing . 
in the complex, (a Tom uſed by * Reaſons 
ers), what the Country. of Scotland. gains by 
the Royal Bounty, and what the Miniſters 
want, _— balance ons 2 | | 
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And as ta particular Pariſhes, the Cami 
5 oners of Teinds have it before them in 


are nocd Tith es, not Tabs — 9 x 9 
Parliament cannot grant the Miniſter of {ſuch 
a Pariſh. any Relief. „What Method the Par- 
liament will. take” ( ne . 5 


They 155 kid... befard? * 1. 


State of the whole Tithes — 


Proceſs for Augmeneatzen g and what bach been 
may be. And if the 3 r | 
ing Seſſion, ſhould: order 1 2; State: 


The Committee — Afembly _ have 5 


ready made a conſiderable Pecgrest! in the Diſ- 
covery 3 and ſuch another Committee with 
„ ſhi ee 
in half a Lear. 5 
Tur. ſeventh Weng inis de A. 
ſembly, y, that there is a Jeſs. Diſparity, betwix 


the higheſt and loweſt Liyings, in Sepland, 
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more other 
Churches, or nee them had not been ſo 


 fiper. Years. In Halaud all the Miniſters of the 
eſtabliſhed Church have from the Publick juſt . 


| there ds la- chie Country de leaf: Diſparity 


Proviſion of ant er Proteſtant 


ky 


1 0 9 


vaung Gentlemen, when they wavel, dit 
than thoſe of the national 


erin; this their Aﬀertion now? is their 


the ſame Allowance to a Stier; (what, w—_ 
they receive is paid them by che Magi 


of ſuch Cities as call =o J. them, yr 
cording notion I Digaley ot, and Ex 
3 of liv it fa e 189 9 iel. 2111 07 


en e if, /actording ta dhe Nene 


twixt the” hi heſt and lpweſt - eee 


there in Occaſton for them e ac 
They N 5 5 d ee 
Merks i, at leaſt 1 


Theſe Gentlemen perhaps never were in 
Sweden, here the Clergy gengtally have us 
8 Dollars as ours have Merks Heurc. 4 
they have any Correſpondents in: Irland, 
they can inform chem, that the Chureh-livings 
ters ar6 I proportion quadruple gv they | 


are here. 4 le 


"To fee the diftrefed lndel Lmgrett of ny 


| additional Burden, they propoſe to do the Bu- 


fineſs of 'the-Clergy, by deen and new | 

Erections. If I ſhould allow that 300 Peop 
is too ſtnall a Number for one Miniſter s paſto- 

— Pains and Labour (which every one will 


ee Fes -; Wat 2 any thing „ 


in Scotland, but 


bee 


been eee ind fe 
thoughs, mere 


a thouſand Migiſters, in py de | 
n Arkh Ot t Tekin and N 
m | 
ne add nibt much to the Miniſter's Eaſe 
For when any of theſe are fick, the Miniſter 
TEES 
to pray ty : 
mn nk it 1923 55 Ka. ER | 
ſome Pariſhes of leſs ch hu ple, 


imagine, that when 2 51 7 5 
ons, and the Laſs by new EreQtio FREE 


and balanced, they ſhall find a ſaying of /$ti» _ 
pods ſufficient 8 . 4 2 93 75 we N 


3 Happy i is that 5 * 4 re 600 8 2 ? 
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poor groahing landed as Things are 
|; hot 5 enough for ſuchr an Alteration, 57 Af⸗ 
I know to my Gtief, that there are 
2 People who look upon the Teachers of 
Religion as the Bane of Society; and if they 
were able, they would with Pleaſure pay as 
much to baniſh them the Kingdom, as their 
Maintenance coſts the Country. However, 
that will take ſome more Time, and they and 
ſuch as they, muſt be troubled 2 little: longer 
with a Parcel of . Clergy: 7: a7 
Wu one, hath little to Buy to che Pur- 
poſe, he will ſay any thing rather than be 
flilent; and accordingly we are told in their 
eighth"Bx e As, That their Compaſſion is 


not reſtricted to the | necefſitous Clitpy, but 


— — .: „!7?n . —— =: % „„ 


at the ſame time tliey have ſome Degree of 
Sympathy and Commſſeration for the narrow 
Circumſtances of other Ranks of Men; and 
that it is well known to the Clergy them- 
ſelves, how many reſpectable Faris reſide 
in their ſeveral Pariſhes; who, not poſſeſſed of 
above L. 1000 Scots per annum, and loaded 
beſides with Taxes, and oppreſſiye Debts, are 
nevertheleſs obliged to ſupport a Rank equal 
to the Miniſters ; - 80 Taxes aguin. Their 55 
Degree of Sympathy and Commiſeration to 
their Brethren, is no more than Be ye-clhathed, 
and be ye fed. For theſe oppreſſive Debts, Whe- 
ther Se by themſelves or Predeceſſors, | 
muſt remain a Burden until diſcharged. The 
Clergy cannot, and their neighbouring Lairds | 
are > readier to take th then aaa and * 
em 
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Purfuer, the Land femains 3 the Cour 
none of the Debt; and if hs Fare vi 


one to a thouſand, Op, i one 


in the ninth Rafe for wag I 


1 


t 
de Words ; Ie bügbt alfs to be Sander | 
i« ed, that this Project; though. aimed chiefly - 


at the landed Intereſt, yet, by natural Con- 


ie ſequence, cannot fail to affect proportion- 
tt ally Tenants, Farmers, and other inferior 
Claes of Men.” - And why ſhould they 


complain of this; 2 che more the Tenant, 


Furmer, &c, are affected, tlie leſs is left to 
the landed kam as their Proportion of the 
pos ropoſed Augmentation. S's ppoſe upon an 
ate of L. 5900 per amn eſſed either bß 
Lord os Lak; ine hed 4 Clal n for L. 1000 — 
pt a fifth Part of the Value, and that this 
Claim ſhould be dete mined in fuvour of _ | 


not a Shilling the poorer ; the Tenaft por 3 


he may dne, en under his new Lo 
he was under the old. Though thi be 
Conſequente may be plain enough to thoſe that 
raw it, before it is ſ9/to me, they muſt draw 
a'Straw- before my Noſe, For I cannot find, 
by all the Ee len ings of, that 4 
Series of ſuperfine logical Cc © nences from 


Makes ih Boch * „che . ae De- I 
ſign of 3 — Farmers, and their De- 


we er "pot how 8 of 195 landed 

* hut Gov will jud 

Andy 1749 is b thmed 5 
eglect of a proc. . 


dent 


Senſe: but did foreſee, tha 
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therefore judge whether they Wal gere Of. 
fence or not. But ſute I am, in the 

Woes. have. e n Expredion 
W Contempt, But how. rom any 
En — — in -forrher Aſſemblies, (far 

which they have na Right to complain in tie 
 kft'Afﬀembly); ham from all this: a Suſpicien 


can be raiſed, or how, the ſſtern can report 


it, that it is the Deſign of the Clergy to put 
themſelves in the Balance agbinſt the Weight 1 
N r eee of Froperty in in dn 


* 


ow aud arr of bene l. nota A Bar | 
geſs in che ſmalleſt Royal 8 
2 :cafions bath more Weig b thain, 5 8 

xe Miniſters of the Church of Sextland.. But a 

is their Inferiority notwithſtanding, they can 
— their Cauſe, tho not themſelves, in Ahe . 
Balanoe againſt all the Law and HOC: © p of 
their Oppoſers. “ I is their Happ dee, 
the Happineſs of the whole N 
e e atlh as excepted), that 


5 8 Ft 


err 


Fo, the Mette by-which-it hath: oo 
carried on, and th 5 
« ſupport of. it, we canndt but think, that 


« not incline” t. enlarge upon. 
their preceeding Reaſon, it is but a very. d- 
leſs and unfair Complaint, which i is made 2. 


| ehe the Project, *and the Motives that gays * ö 
Riſe to it. And if 1 could believe; the Tun 


_ wiſe believe, that — 15 tec 1 of Fre X 


ES * 1 
„ i. not bp the Greatneſs and Power of ones: 
Party, or by the Poverty and humble Condi- 
tion of the oth Nos that a Nie Parliament 5 
will determme. ee e 4, oy 
ry remarkable 54 d X th. BrcAuss, 13 
hat 1. cannot forbear- tranſcribing! It. 4 Be- 
6. -which! this Sete, Was“ originally 4 on 


Arguments employed in 


it hath been calculated, not ſo much for 
4 the Relief of diſtreſſed Clergymen, as ity _ 
«proſecution of other Views, which- We do 


| com the Committee of Aſſembiy 1740, for. ka x 
plaining to the n the Na, + -- 


of what they "cannot but thin, I mpſt like- 


Matter than fon gran. 
are not yet let into 
penetrating 1 Na 


This Secret which they | | boy d 
not incline to enlarge upon. "If Had 
E. "ferent rede ae in 


Foun W en a fl ly Slandee.”: But as they: 
cannot but \think, that 2 e principal View in 
che intended Ap plication to Parliarnent is dif 
ſembled, is an 9 as blunt as groundleſe, 
. which the Members of the laſt Aſſe bly, 
and thoſe of the Church who are for an Ap ö 
plication, have a Demand for legal Redr 
though I think ber darn ſafely deſpiſe it, as 
a a rude and very low Artifice : For rig bool 
themſelves do, not one of a thouſand. beſides | 
will believe it. 5 
Hap J faid Gi this. Rading Biders; who 4 
vated for an Application, were wiſer, 2 x” 
more prudent than thoſe who voted againſt 
it, with all Juftice I might have been accu 25 
8 ſed of very ill Manners. Co ompariſons, 
any Caſe, in ſuch 4 Caſe are ahvays dia 
But I know not another way to bal e their 
eleventh Reaſam, hut to let it ſtand againſt their 
Aſſertion, That many of the wiſift: and maſs 
prudent f tbe 4 2a are ee, of 4 12 os 7 
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in "il Words: 1 4 4K is notorious, that — 

« the whole landed Intereſt in Scotland have 

e in the ſtrongeſt Terms declared their Diſ- 

4 approbation- of this ill concerted Project. 

% which they conſider in no other Light han 

' © a direct Incroachment upon their undo. 

<« ed Property, ſet on Foot by a Body of 
Men, pn, either already are, or by the 
common Courſe of Law, may be abundant- ' 

by Þy — THR but it the Opinion of 


others, f 


0 


* 


Leute yield or give 
Men: if they are. 80 yit Gs de: 
nut ers may e nde e. 
f. vet The Ti 
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at once to be * from al ee and | 
vexatious Law- ſuits, and their Property ſecu- 
red 'againſt all future Invaſions. They ind | 
their Miniſters may live in Peace; and if their 
Landlordſhips pleaſe, they may attend 'the pu- 
blick Worſhip of Go without Diſtraction, 
and hear the Word of Salvation preached - 
without Pique, of perſonal Prejudice ag ainft he 
Preacher. --- It is Hy e Opinion,” (and 1 ha,, 
no mind to ſpeak againſt it), chat which n es 
way the Parliament ſhall decide the Debate 
betwixt che landed Intereſt and the C 
will turn out at laſt to che Advantage IM 
Parties. It hath been publickly 10 that ie 
Judges ges are Men, of like Paſſions with other 
ugh theſe Paſſions are all 57/5, which. 
fries ju ice is to be adminiſtred betwixt Man 
And Man, yet in Caſes Where a Aiſcretional 
Latitude is allowed, they may ſometimes be 
played off againſt the Heritor,” and-ſometimes 
againſt the Minifter. It is certain, the Lords 
of Council and Seſſion, as 4 Commiſſion of 


Teinds, have a parliamentary Power, and 4 kind 


of delegated Sovereignty in Matters concerning 
the Mmiſter's Maintenance, and the Heritors 
of his'Pariſh, with which ſome have pretenid-. 


cd that ſtrict Juſtice, is inconſiſtent; And 


ſince the beſt ay to reſerve one's Rights 
tad P * is to male uſe of them, it is 
: 5 poſſible 


1 7 2 EE 
. Man of, 2 hav 9222 — 


Stipend, ch on 97 ae 
treat the Clergy ' with-the:utmoſt Contempt. 
Wale K the fifteen. **fancerely, think; that 
7 Ne ne — ian" 
« try, an open upture be- 
<< tween the Clergy and the Proptietors f 
Land. Who, from ibn zue Reaſon, both 85 
« of. Religion and Policy, have hitherto re- 
42 ge ae nin I am ſincere· 


3 are at ſent; and to 

laſting P of both Parties. 

1 do allow, that there is 4 Relation of a long 
= betwixt the Clergy: and the Proprie- 
tors of Lands, though not à very agreeable 
one, that of Gredities and bad Debtors; and is 
like to continue, unleſs redreſſed by Parlia- 
ment. I likewiſe. acknowledge, that ſome 
Acts « F riendfhip have paſſed. ds — Heritors 
and their Miniſters. But this inſeparable Uni- 
on notwithſtanding, I et heard that a 
Pariſn augmented "tha pes end, with- 
out being compelled b dy Lr n the other 
hand, it is notoriouſly od be ws ſuch a 
, Caſe nora the Minilter- ore his Ac- 
count 0 a 7 Diſco ment, and 


rude 


{| 


e 


* P 2 5 721 


1 
rude Treatment that the Heritors can with 8 
Safety beſtow upon him. If ſtrong and rude 


Terms uſed by the landed Intereſt; in their 
| rr Declarations againſt an Application to 


arhament, is any Proof of a peaceable and 


friendly Diſpoſition towards the | Miniſters of 


the GospEL, let the World judge. How hap- 
py would both Parties be, did the Parliament 
at once cut off all Cauſe of Contention. This 
may be done ; and I hope will be done. Bet- 
ter fight one decifive Battle, than be harraſſed 
with Skirmiſhes from Generation." to een * 
n 

MintsTzRs of the Goſpel know i it is their | 
Duty, as far as flible, to {ve praceably with 


all. Men; and that in the prefent Caſe it is 
their Intereſt ſo to do. They are by far the 
weaker Party: It is not therefore their Turn 


to commence the Quarrel. The ſtronger Par- 
ty hath begun already; and if they have a 


mind to perſiſt, they muſt blame themſelves, 


and not e Miniſters, for all the diſmal Cons 


| ſequences which they foreſee. 


In their it Reaſon of Diffent it is is ny 5 
Such an Application to Parliament” may prove 


 bighly dangerous to the Peace and Y. ranguillt of 
the Nation. And, to end as they began, in this 


their concluding Bx Aus, we are told, that 


* the Proſpect of this unhappy Diviſion. can- 
not but excite in our Minds the moſt alarm- 
“ing and melancholy; Apprehenſions, when 


« we conſider the Embara ent and Diſtur- 
Fe Tenn which it may Strat? to urs MAJEy 
5 F 8TYg. 


Leue yg! and happy \ nt; 
ce Iſies and e dee 


« r to whe — voy — and me: 


da Kal the! unavoidable” adden 


« vernment, who are very ready to improve. 

< to their on Benefit the Misfortunes and 

. 
46 Dp 


—— a 2 f x 111 
bare are b 

fidering how ſuch an A 
ceived, or whether e 
umb in the br gant 


whatever Rank: And to raiſe ſuch e ro 
Alarm againſt an Application to be made 
Miniſters, who are purges by the Lown 


ing, is to treat 5 Orgy as the 
—— of Mankind, by threatening and ter- 
rifying them out of the n F and 


N of all dutiful and o 


it can. be nothing elſe but f 
rd NE aL: 


Or! if their Alarm hath any other! Meaning . 


1 
; j | io 


64 mies of our excellent Conſtitution e 


* 
Fo : 
80 — 


real or imaginary; is the Ri ND Subjects-of 3 5 _ 


ing or 


[ 30 L 
Rite, by granting them a reaſonable Mainte- 
nance out of the Tithes now in Eon of 
6 the landed Intereſt. . This 7 it. every 
tral· Perſon muſt conclude, from the Faenceſs 
of the Oppoſition: now: carrying on thro h 
all the Shires and Counties of Scotland. I 1 
Clergy have their own Hopes, and their Ad⸗ 
verſaries Fears to ſupport them: And all in 
fuch a Situation are almoſt ſure of Victor. 
. HowEveER, one may be allowed to inquire 
into the Nature af theſe Emergencies, which 
muſt re theſe awful, mournful, and 
melancholy Conſt r gen The Clergy will 


either ſucceed in their Application or miſcar- 5 
ry. If the laſt Caſe happens, it is to be pre- 
r that they will bear their Diſappoint- 


ment with that "Pationce that en their 
Character: And ſhould they be deprived of 
what they now enjoy, as ſome County Decla- 
rants, and this Introductor ſtrongly infinuate, ' 
they will rather live as Lawyers and Phyſici- 
ans do, by thoſe that employ them, than give 
the eee any Difturbance. And I — e 
Gop will affiſt and aol them to live diet, 

ceable, and uſeful Subjects, even in the 

weſt and meaneſt Circumſtances. 

Tux landed Intereſt, for their further "ag 
rity, well know that it is not in the Power of 
the Clergy, had they the Inclinations, to em- 
barraſs and diſturb His MajesTY's happy 
and quiet Government. Their Lives are few, 
and their Fortunes too ſmall to give Umbrage 

to ow a powerful oy of Men, as is their 
| n | 


t Ts Þ „ 
Landloeditips of Beda and fur leſs $o'thb ? 
Government of Grrat Britain. Whether diſs 
appointed or diſcontented, they muſt ſtill re- 
main a weak and harmleſs Set of Men. Ann 
if the Miniſters are theſe mang of 11s Ma- 
appl. ai 12 l Subjetts, in whoſe Breaſts their 
Miſap ion bt Parliament will raiſe Jea- 
N theſe” ealouſies may hurt and, diſ- 
quiet themſelves,” but cannot be troubleſome. 
to others.” Leeb oed, they will ba 
pleaſed, and tlie Oppoſtrs then w become 
the diſtontented Pa Kis by thetn.only; 
2 Meng of big] h Minds. 1 
* nce can e Tbe very Mention of dt 


arming and anetancholly: t dee I 
in them no leſs than threatemn mng the Diſqniet 8 
and Diſturbance vf the Natum kings they . . 


have not Carried back their Thoughts te 
Reign of King (Burles 1,35 orvif' they h 
nd rr mn nga Fu 1 


TD frond: 1 
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bis Words are not beard: 
obſtinate Proofs: There are many Mir 
of the Church of Scotland,” who Have ir 


1 1 


; dreſs of Grievances, and "OR n much aa 
; bobe the Reſentment of a fe— 


angry Lords 

and Lairds, as they are tr the Relontment 

of the. Midiſters. oootyn 7 fo no ee el 
Tus Reaſoners, who hs: ts deal in the 


2 marvelius, are pleaſed to add, that an Aug- 
mentation of Miniſters Stipends to L. 100 


Scurs, or L. 83: 62 8 Sterling, muſt give a mar 
nifeft Obſtruftion to the Progreſs of Piety and 


 Viriue. --- The Wiſdom of the King and Par- 


lament, anno 1617 have;Catedithe:Caſe; that 
the want 7 Maintenante and pe wr 
„ Minifters,' the Miniſtry in 4 and 
and e them ta travti. -fruirfully ; 
93 — Fill theſe. Diſſenters: ca : 
better Ream any! the mn 


ſomething __ a "Reaſon, T dl res the | 
Parliamentary Op 


on. King Jun VI. was 
2 ſort of a * he ſays, That Pover- 


ty and Contempt obſtruct the Progreſs of Pie- 


ty and Virtue; but a greater SoLOM e t 
he ſays, The poor: Man's Wiſdent is dgſpiſcd and 
Matters of Fact are 


pends above L. Io, and fomoiof them: have : 
good Eſtates of their own; and not withſtand- 


ing the Incumberance of four or five hundred 1 


Pounds Sterling per annum, they diſcharge their 
y/as well (Ido not like 2 28 | 
tl provided with 800 Merks;' a ſuffi- 
ient and indeed for Temperance. and any 
leis 3 the Abgaients ion, but the 


1 33 1 


Way of chaining it, which muſt put OY 
feſt n * the ee of | 


Virtues. by proto aid oma 
Tuts is: Pre by the AL. * 


clarants in the Courant of June 14.3 1 
they ſay this Stop to Piety and Virtne m 
proceed fron | buring, the. ems of; the People, 
and alienating their. Aﬀettions from the Feen 
F tbe able ure. Their Cs 
in the Courant of June 1 Sth, on on 
on cher Gre wth all the Ber Dec 
ND Ne e the moſt inperetFrlends and oY 
| y: Welbviſhers 72 1 ö | J 


Pente, The” 1 guc them e in- 
jury, nor is it in their Ar to do | — — 2 


he Farmers hear, and: nn deu 4 Fawoik . 
 Hearhen my beloved Brethrens hatha os ; 
en the. fp 2% 


Heirs, of. the Lage 5 5 ; 
s F be K. 5 
10 them thut tos 7 =D Do 


pref l 
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ay Name by which ye are called? I have no 
Authority to complain of their Opp ee; in 
Temporals. But of their ſpiritual Oppreſſion 
by Preſentations, Complaints reſound not on- 
ty im Church-judicatures, ' but through the 
whole — And will they, for the ſake 
of their dearly beloved Landlordſhips, aban- 
don the publick Worſhip of Gon, and, out of 
Revenge for a ſuppoſed 1 ncroachment made 
upon the Property of landed Men, turn im- 
vere and immoral-? Theſe Diſſenters ſhould 


ave conſidered; that it was ſaid, (and not in 


4 Corner), that the Minifters are the Sons of 
Farmers and Mechanicks; and he that ſaid it, 
muſt ſpeak with more Eloquence: than he did 
at that Time, before he can pe uade. the 
Feo Je to -abandon their own Blood. * „ | 
Tuts manifeſt Obſtruction to the f ropreſs 
of Piety and Morality (for Virtue properly Ks 
gnifies Fortitude) muſt begin at the landed In- 
tereſt; the diſcontented and injured Party. 
And it is poſſible thar in ſome of them this 
Stop hath already taken place. It is not an 
Obſervation of 1 71 but 1 Rave heard that 
this welßth Reaſon of Diſſent hath" the Air of 
a Declaration of Was op Gop and the Go- 
VERNM ENT. en 
Toben a Miniſter of the Gore would 
not be allowed the Freedom to peak his 
Mind of the Difaffected, yet theſe Ffteen take 
it upon them to affirm, ” Hat there are ſecret- 
and avowed Enemies of our excellent Confti- 
tution | ind ha and-that theſe are. 


0. 8 5 ready 


[ mn}. 


ready to improve to their own: Benefit the Miſe 
, and Diviſions of their Country. For 
I think, there is a ready Remedly ;/ and 
> me: adviſe the well affected landed Intereft 
Not to admit ſuſpected Perſons into their Par- 
ty. I wiſh this Preſeription may not have 
come too late. 1 am afraid that both well/af- 
_ fected and ill affected, Friends and Enemies 
to our. excellent Conſtitution. have already 
joined in the Oppoſition againſt the Augmen- 
tation of Miniſters 8 11 
divides the Miniſters and the well affected 
landed Intereſt, that Diviſion is balanced by a 
new ey het, Herod and Pontius Files yore 
made Friends. We know the Oc —1 
beg Pardon to diſſent 4 little more from a ba 
; fifteen Diſſenters, notwithſtanding their ſupe- 
rior Knowledge of national Aﬀars The dif 
affected. Enemies of our excellent Goverr 
never did, and I hope never will improve 8 
Misfortunes and Diviſions of their Country to 
their own Bengt, whatever Improvements | 
they have made to their own” Ruin. The 
diſmal Conſequences of their undutiful Doings 
are too freſh in their Memories to allow * 
new Attempt, There is not any avowed Ene- 
my of the Government, but is is well known 


8 E Clergy: For it is not full are Vears 


| bes the well affectel and e ſpoke 
eir Minds very freely. here i not in this 
Conde tma. Seat of Men more oppoſite to 
one another, than the eftabliſhed Clergy and 
. N The Clergy you no "Riſk of 
| LE 2 being 


[ 
AE 1 


[36] 
being deceived by thoſe they never deal with, 
or of being betrayed by thoſe they do not 
truſt. It is the Buſineſs of the landed Inter- 
eſt to take care that thoſe ſecret and avowed 
Enemies of the Government do not practiſe | 


upon the weak, miſlead the unguarded, and 


inflame the diſcontes And there are weak, 


unguarded, and diſcontented landed Men, as 


well as Clergy. it : 
Tux fundamental Diſpute betwirt the 
landed Intereſt and the Clergy, 1 1s about a Mo- 
ney-matter, The Clergy, at leaſt ſome of 


| them, want, and the -Heritors are unwilli 


to give them any more. The Clergy are of 
Opinion, that the Parliament can and will en- 
large their Allowance, 'and aſcertain a Way of 
recovering that Allowance, ſhorter and leſs - 
expenſive than the preſent Method, by the 
common Courſe of the ſtanding Law. | "That 
many of the Miniſters do want a. ſufficient 
Maintenance is allowed; and that many more 
will want, is certain, if Improvement of 
Lands, Trade, and Increaſe of Money go on 
as they have done ſince the Vear 1633. While 
the Mines of Mexico and Peru laſt, Part of 
them will continue to reach our Country. At 
that Time the Debtor paid 10 pen cent. for bor- 
rowed Money, and now it can be had for 4. 
For one Generation more Miniſters of the Go- 


spl may be found; but in proceſs of Time 
a Gentleman's Footman will ſcarce _—_ of 
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Ir is poſſible ſome may have had that! FR 


4a and Event in View, who had the Aſſu- | 
rance to affert;! that the Knowledge of the 
dead Languages, the Uſe of Scholiaſts' and 


Commentators, were the unneceſſary Qualifica- 
tions of a Miniſter of the Gosr RL. — But if 
Learning ever becomes ufeleſs in the publick 
Teachers of Religion, they muſt either be in- 
ſpired, as were tſie Apoſtles, or they muſt be- 
come Butts for Prigs and young Barriſters to 


play their Wit Apen. At preſent they ſtand 


their Ground t For, to their Honour be it ſaid, 


in laſt Aſſembly, they had the Superiority in 


Eloquence, Argument, and good Manners, of 


all that. oppoſed them. May'they long con- 


tinue burning and ſhining Lights, adorning 


their noble and ſacred Profeſſion, and Orna- 


ments to the Church and Country! Such 

Clergy deſerve Encouragement; 3 and he 1s n | 

Judge of Merit that refuſes t. 
LEARNING at 'preſent is more neceſſary Ft 


than it was at the Reformation. The! 


= 


ſters of the Gosprr had then ito de Win Pa- 


piſts, and among. themſelves with Church- 
government; of which laſt 1 have not heard _ 
a Word in publick for thefe twenty Years - 
paſt. Popery is what they {till endeavour” to 
an” their People — And no ae and "© 
wo” 


for the Church of Reme is ke indefatiga 
dreadful Adverſary. But nom they have to 


do with Atheifts and Tufidel befifes? And to 


be ready ta make out the Truth bf natui 
Reli gion, and the 2 Revelation,” 


[ 38 ] 
' to anſwer the Objections of eee b an 
additional Taſk, and in itſelf harder, than to 
defend the Doctrines of the national. Church 
againſt all the Chriſtians that differ from | 


them. 8 
I have 1 now dine with a Rubbiſh of Rea» 


ſons, Sw together for the Defence of the 
Pockets of landed Men, and for no other Pur- 
poſe whatever, And here how many won- 
derful Things, the Peace of the Kingdom, 


te Proſpt perity and Sueceſs of the Goſpel, the 


Progreſs = Piety and Morality, and the Secu/ 
rity of the Church, as by Law eſtabliſhed, 
are brought in to ſupport the worldly Intereſt 


of the landed Men? Much more would it 


be for the Honour of the landed Intereſt to 
ſpeak. plain and ſhart; and fay, for all on 
and Arguments, that the Clergy have enough, 
and they will give them no more, And to 
correct the Introductor s Encomium, I ſhould 
think it would become the Truth much bet- 
ters if inſtead of, * they will ſęe that the Op- 
r poſition flowed not from Humour and 
« Pique, but from Reaſon and Judgment, 
< not from Diſaffection to the Proteſtant Cauſe, 
« but from à moſt hearty Concern for its 
« Welfare, --- not from Diſregard ta the 
« Church of Scotland, but from a fincere De- 
<« ſire of ſeeing her floyriſh ;” I fay it had 
been more becoming the T ruth, to have faid, 
but to ſerve their Pockets, but to keep their Mo- 


4 and but 10 . 2225 tags at any 
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My Reaſons for becoming a Volunteer in 
the Service of the Church 15 Scotland, are, 
that I am fully perſuaded of the Being and 
Providence of Gop, the Creator and great Go- 
vernor of the World; and that this Be ief is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for the Sup Ort 12 | 
of Particulars in all Caſes and: Conditions, and 
for the Peace and Hap eſs of every human 
Society; and that no Plan hath” hitherto been 
propoſed; (and ſome Att have been 
made ) that can anſwer - 2 Ends without 
on; . And becauſe eons but Truth 
can be neceffiry to be believed; 1 am convin- 
oed, that Reli ion is the Trutb;/ and becauſe 
it is the Truth, not only the temporal, but 
neſs, of the wore 


which we 40 are reatu . e 
and to one another for his ſake, and d State 


of Rewards and Puniſhments when EL 7 
is ended. I am likewiſe Well : ed 1 
the Worſhip of Gon, e yu 


ſhip, is the beſt Preſervativ q 
is alſo my firm Belief and Perfuaſiot 1 
all the of Religian,: e ll ths e axe 
tions of it: whether human m ar divine, the 
Chriſtian Rerclaion is the malt zedllent; a 
fciept Evi ence: vine Aut 
that to know that Gov: ee ag" 
ciling the World to 1478 Le by 
noble, and more uf ; cover tk 


B 
\ 


4: 40 1 | 
human n Underſtanding ever. d. 8 en find 


Set of Men who. cop ne ſet a — wn, that 
have dedicated thamſelves to direct and to 
preſide in the publiek Worſhip of Gon, and 


ll. to teach natural and revealed Religion; to 
1 explain the Doctrines of our holy Faith, and 
= 1: to Wiboroe! the Duties of our Chriſtian. Calla 
111 ing; and who labour in the Diſcharge of their 
=_ „Duty with Diligence, Ability, and an un- 
= blameable Reputation, are the,moſt uſeful, and 
I (whatever others may think). the- moſt ho- 
\ Z + nourable 'Members 01 Society, L1 deſerve a 
| much greater Regard than what is paid them 
_ in this Country: For which"Cauſe-I: heartily: 
f TE with them 'Succeſs in their intended; Applica» 
A tion to Parliament, and am raſolvgd-to con- 
1 tribute all 1 m my: Power towards it. 


IH __ > Tnoven I cannot ſay, that my Advice will | þ 
® be acceptable and uſefi 1710 the Oppolers of, 

= - the Clergy, yet, for the fake. of my Subject, 
=, I do deſire them to have a due Regard to 

F | Matters of Fact, Which cannot admit of Ad- 
1 ditions; Deductions, or Alterati Here, to 


tached. to the Truth. One of them ſays, it 
is by far the ſinaller Part of the 9 that 
are for an ee to Parliament, another 
e "0 a third ſme of the Clergy x 20 


4 5a, ab 
7 
* 


8 | : 4 


ui do the Diſſchters, Juſtice, I cannot accuſe. 
mY them of any wil ful Miſrepreſentations of this: 
gi kind; but for their Adherents, the County- 
| | _ declarants, they are not too ſcrupulouſly at- 
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Wan it i8 FR Reſolution' and Act of the 
General Aſſembly. And the Act of no Court 


Whatever is to be weakened with ſuch unfair 
Innuendbes. This I think but a poor Fetch at 


any Rate; for I believe it is lawful for any 
Preſbytery in Scotland to. petition the Parlia- 


ment in their own Name, and in the Name 


of all. that ſhall adhere, - The Publiſher of 
theſe Reaſons of Diſſent ſeems to be an Artiſt 

at impoſing upon the People. He ſays, Ex- 
tered by the Officers of State, &c. Now had 


they been all Officers of State, they did not 
enter their Reaſons of Diſſent as ſuch, but as 


Members of the General Aſſembly. I hope 
to hear no more of ſuch ſly Doings. They 


had beſt forbear them for == own 8 90 85 


tion: If not, they ſhall hear again. 
2dhy, I adviſe the landed Intereſt not to 


5 or mble at Taxes. They own they axe ne- 


ceſfary, and why not rejoice, that, with the 
Blefling of Gop, they have been ſucceſsfully 
laid out for the Defence of the Nation. Suck, 

Language by no means becomes Noblemen 


and Gentlemen and Judges of the Nation; 
and leaſt of all Officers of State, who ou At | 


to be Guardians not only of the Intereſt, 

likewiſe of the Honour of the 3 
Smugglers, that Vermin of the Nation, plead 
the Weight of Taxes for their publick Theft 
and Rapine ; and ſhall. Patriots, |the Friends 
and Servants of our. 1 Conſtitution, 


make uſe of ſuch a mean Deſpnde againſt 1 


. of een ti 


} 


nds ? The 


„ | ? [ 42 1 5 
Clergy pay all Taxes except the Land- tax. 
And I can promiſe for them, that they will 
accept of the Value of their Stipends in Lands, 
with all the Burdens and Privileges which be- 


long to them. . | . 
Za, T adviſe the noble, the honourable, the 
gentle, the great, the powerful landed Intereſt, 
to keep their Rank and Station, and to keep it 
cloſely and continually. Sometimes they are 
Gentlemen Proprietors of Land, ſometimes the 
poor Country, and when it is for their Purpoſe, 
they are the People too. The Change of 
Terms is againſt the Laws of Logick; and 
when it is done with a View to impoſe and 
deceive to the Diſadvantage of any one, it is 

_ contrary to the Laws of Morality, To ſign 
an Information in a Law Proceſs, all is rec- 
koned fair that can ſerve' a Clients Cauſe. 
But in ſigning Reaſons of Diſſent from an Act 
of the higheſt Church- judicature, Truth and 
Conſcience ſhould be their Guide, as they re- 
2 their Gop of Truth, and their holy Re- 
igion. And if they want good Reaſons to 
ſatisfy themſelves, they ſhould not make uſe 
of bad ones to deceive and impoſe upon 


others. 7 5 3 | 

4thly, and finally, I adviſe all the Gentlemen, 
and others in the Oppoſition, and all the Lai- 
ty of Scotland, to treat the Clergy with more 
N and much more Reſpect, than is at 
preſent in uſe; for the Reaſon of it is ſacred. 
It is not what a Man poſſeſſes, either in Land 
or Money, but the Office that he bears, and 


the 


intiles bin to Honour and Eſteem. The 5 
three, learned Profeſſions, that is, Roigion, 
Mon and Law, have their Rank aſſi 5 
ry where in Chriftendom of which 
0 iouſly_ learned are the firſt. I = 
2 ell x arms that-in all Proteſtant Coun- 


tries ( have nothing to do with the Po piſh) 
the Clergy are in high Eſteem: And that in 


Holland particularly, the | Miniſters of the 
eſtabliſhed Church take place of every one, 


except of a Burgo-maſter in his own Ci 

1 he is e as a Citizen, 8 
a Sovereign. And though one would think, 
that this is a childiſh Vanity, and unbecoming | 
the Teachers of Chriſtianity, yet it is of great 
Uſe in procuring them Acceſs to the Great, 
and reverend Attention from high and low, 
in all Places and Companies, as well as in the 


Pulpits. Their Salaries or Stipends I hear are 


but ſmall ; but this Honour and civil Reſpect 
that is paid them maintains them in Di BY. 
procures them wealthy and creditable 
ages, and gives them a wonderful A 
over the People, and ſtrikes ſuch an Awe up- 
on the rudeſt Rakes, that none of them dare 
miſbehave in their Preſence. If our Nobili- 
ty and Gentry would take | the Hint, and. 

procure the Clergy a higher Ran vom than what 

they hold or a (and this would coſt them 
no Money), they would do the Intereſt 'of 


Religion a ſingular Service. And if they re- A 
fuſe it, e 1 _ W will 0's a5 ene=; 
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